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W�tch

99-million-ye�r-old �mphibi�n with slingshot-style tongue
found

6 Nov 2020 L�st upd�ted �t 15:51

View Comments (11)

Get � lo�d of this guy's tongue! But wh�t on e�rth is it? Is it � frog? A ch�meleon? A
s�l�m�nder? Nope - it's � "weird" 99 million-ye�r-old �mphibi�n c�lled � �lb�nerpetontid!
Now th�t's � mouthful!

Illustr�tion of � 99-million-ye�r-old �mphibi�n with slingshot-style tongue

STEPHANIE ABRAMOWICZ/DAZA ET AL/SCIENCE/PA WIRE
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Scientists h�ve discovered fossils of the pre-historic cre�ture in My�nm�r �nd believe it is the
oldest evidence of � slingshot-style tongue.

They s�y these �rmoured �nim�ls were "sit-�nd-w�it pred�tors" th�t sn�tched prey with �
projectile firing of their "b�llistic tongues".

Although they h�d liz�rd-like cl�ws, sc�les �nd t�ils, the rese�rchers believe �lb�nerpetontids
were not reptiles, but inste�d p�rt of the �mphibi�n f�mily, like frogs �nd newts.

The findings, published in the journ�l Science, ch�nges how scientists thought the tiny �nim�ls
fed, �s �lb�nerpetontids h�d previously been thought to h�ve been underground burrowers.

More cool cre�tures

Gentoo penguins �re four species not two

How AI technology is helping b�ts

H�mish the pol�r be�r cub is moving home

This discovery �dds � super-cool piece to the puzzle of this obscure group of
weird little �nim�ls

Edw�rd St�nley, Study co-�uthor
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"Knowing they h�d this b�llistic tongue gives us � whole new underst�nding of this entire
line�ge." s�id Edw�rd St�nley, director of the Florid� Museum of N�tur�l History's Digit�l
Discovery �nd Dissemin�tion L�bor�tory.

Modern-d�y �mphibi�ns �re represented by three distinct line�ges - frogs, s�l�m�nders �nd
limbless c�ecili�ns. A line�ge me�ns � sequence of species which is considered to h�ve evolved
from the one th�t c�me before it, think of it �s �n �mphibi�n f�mily tree.

Rese�rchers s�y th�t until two million ye�rs �go, there w�s � fourth - �lb�nerpetontids - whose
line�ge d�tes b�ck �t le�st 165 million ye�rs.

However, study co-�uthor Sus�n Ev�ns, professor of vertebr�te morphology �nd p�l�eontology
�t University College London, believes their line�ge m�y be much more �ncient, possibly
origin�ting more th�n � st�ggering 250 million ye�rs �go! Now, th�t's OLD!

She s�id: "If the e�rliest �lb�nerpetontids �lso h�d b�llistic tongues, the fe�ture h�s been
�round for longer th�n the e�rliest ch�meleons, which likely d�te b�ck to 120 million ye�rs
�go."

How cool is this sc�n of the �lb�nerpetontid fossil skull?!

EDWARD STANLEY/FLORIDA MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

ADOLF PERETTI/DAZA ET AL/SCIENCE/PA WIRE
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MORE LIKE THIS

Rese�rchers s�y the fossil represents � new species of �lb�nerpetontids, n�med Y�ksh� perettii,
which is �bout 5cm long without the t�il.

Another fossil �lso h�d fe�tures th�t resembled �lb�nerpetontids such �s cl�ws, sc�les,
m�ssive eye sockets �nd � projectile tongue.

Prof Ev�ns s�id the discovery th�t �lb�nerpetontids h�d projectile tongues helps expl�in some
of their "weird �nd wonderful" ch�r�cteristics, such �s unusu�l j�w �nd neck joints �nd l�rge,
forw�rd-looking eyes - � common ch�r�cteristic of pred�tors.

They m�y �lso h�ve bre�thed entirely through their skin, �s some s�l�m�nders do, she �dded.

Despite the findings, how �lb�nerpetontids fit in the �mphibi�n f�mily tree rem�ins � mystery.

Prof Ev�ns s�id: "In theory, �lb�nerpetontids could give us � clue �s to wh�t the �ncestors of
modern �mphibi�ns looked like.

"Unfortun�tely, they're so speci�lised �nd so weird in their own w�y th�t they're not helping us
�ll th�t much."

Ab�nerpetontid fossils tr�pped in �mber. This me�nt the specimen w�s in "mint condition" which g�ve
rese�rchers �n opportunity to study it in det�il

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/54812878
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These comments �re now closed.

11 comments

5 Nov 2020

P PurpleGir�ffe2009
12:00 7 Nov 2020

who�h cool! isn't th�t � bit like jur�ssic p�rk the bit �bout the fossilised �mber?

1

Removed comment

D d��ni�
18:47 6 Nov 2020

this is SOOO cool ! it is gre�t th�t this �nim�l c�n help scientists i find there long tongue
very unique.😀😁😃😄

0

G Glittery_B�ngt�nARMY
17:45 6 Nov 2020

ummm....gross �nd very wierd but f�scin�ting

0

Removed comment

Join the convers�tion
Your Comments

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/54812878


1/1/2021 99-million-year-old amphibian with slingshot-style tongue found - CBBC Newsround

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/54836989 6/8

P Purple P�nd�
16:47 6 Nov 2020

Weird but f�scin�ting  

Purple P�nd�

1

M MysticTortoiseBunny
16:37 6 Nov 2020

Str�nge...😝

1

R R�inbowgymn�st123
15:04 6 Nov 2020

Ok...

1

F F�y�z
14:11 6 Nov 2020

How interesting.

1

G Gir�ffe145
12:12 6 Nov 2020

Wow...

1

S Shimmering Mini Butterfly
09:51 6 Nov 2020

Weird!
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