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New Species Of Extinct
Lizard First Misidentified As
A Dinosaur Discovered

Previously, the species 'Oculudentavis naga' had been listed
as the smallest-known bird after researchers identified it as
a '"hummingbird-sized dinosaur.'

Written By Ananya Varma n

{)Koo

MUST READ ~ Vewal

Image- Unsplash/Representative

A new species of lizard, previously misidentified as a bird
was discovered in a recent study by an international
research team. According to the findings published in
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New species of extinct lizard first misidentified as a dinosaur discovered

Current Biology, the species named 'Oculudentavis Naga'

has been confirmed to be a lizard. Previously, the species
was listed as the smallest-known bird after researchers
identified it as a '"hummingbird-sized dinosaur.'

"
In an institutional press release,

Arnau Bolet of Barcelona's Institut
Catala de Paleontologia Miquel
Crusafont who led the team of
researchers to the new find said,
"The specimen puzzled all of us at
first because if it was a lizard, it was

a highly unusual one." ”

The specimen is in the same genus as Oculudentavis
khaungraae and has been named Oculudentavis naga in
honor of the Naga people of Myanmar and India. It is

represented by a partial skeleton which includes a complete
skull preserved in amber, along with visible scales, and soft
tissue. The two fossils of the exotic lizard which have been

discovered are said to be about 99 million years old and
have been found in the same area.

READ | World's only alpine parrot species may have moved to
mountains to avoid humans: Study

Oculudentavis Naga characteristics

A number of characters that earmark lizards were

discovered by the research team using CT scans to separate,
analyze and compare each bone of species digitally. What

was particularly unique about the lizard was its small,

unusual skull, preserved with a short portion of the spine

and shoulder bones.

READ | Invasion of lionfish now threaten species along Brazilian

coast, claim researchers

“
"From the moment we uploaded the
first CT scan, everyone was

20/9/2112:46

SpaceX pilot calls

& trip 'best ride’ of her

life after 1st all-...

- Tim Cook addresses
~ employee unrest,

pay equity, other...

WhatsApp multi-

. device login feature
- rolls out as part of...

Apple Watch 7
reportedly runs on
same chipset as...

IPL 2021: How to
download Dream11
app for Android,...

https://www.republicworld.com/technology-news/science/new-species-of-extinct-lizard-first-misidentified-as-a-dinosaur-discovered.html Page 2 of 8


https://www.republicworld.com/world-news/rest-of-the-world-news/worlds-only-alpine-parrot-species-may-have-moved-to-mountains-to-avoid-humans-study.html
https://www.republicworld.com/technology-news/science/invasion-of-lionfish-now-threaten-species-along-brazilian-coast-claim-researchers.html
https://www.republicworld.com/technology-news/science/spacex-pilot-calls-trip-best-ride-of-his-life-after-1st-all-civilian-flight-returns-home.html
https://www.republicworld.com/technology-news/other-tech-news/tim-cook-addresses-employee-unrest-pay-equity-other-workplace-issues-in-internal-meeting.html
https://www.republicworld.com/technology-news/social-media-news/whatsapp-multi-device-login-feature-rolls-out-as-part-of-latest-ios-beta-report.html
https://www.republicworld.com/technology-news/mobile/apple-watch-7-reportedly-runs-on-same-chipset-as-previous-version.html
https://www.republicworld.com/technology-news/how-to/ipl-2021-how-to-download-dream11-app-for-android-ios-a-step-by-step-guide.html

New species of extinct lizard first misidentified as a dinosaur discovered

brainstorming what it could be," said
Juan Diego Daza, assistant
professor of biological sciences at
Sam Houston State University. "In
the end, a closer look and our

analyses help us clarify its position.”,,

While Oculudentavis' birdlike skull proportions had given
researchers a run for their money, study co-author Susan
Evans, professor of vertebrate morphology and
paleontology at University College London said that the
findings became clearer as the researchers digitally isolated
each bone and compared them with each other.

"Despite presenting a vaulted cranium and a long and
tapering snout, it does not present meaningful physical
characters that can be used to sustain a close relationship to
birds, and all of its features indicate that it is a lizard," she
said.

The major find of the mystery reptile was the presence of
scales, teeth attached directly to its jawbone, lizard-like eye
structures, and shoulder bones, and a hockey stick-shaped
skull bone which proved to be the clincher. All these features
are largely shared among scaled reptiles.

READ | Australia mouse plague: Rodent poison used to eradicate
plague affects native species

(With Agency Inputs)

READ | Adorable Red Panda cub born at Darjeeling; gives hope to
its species and the Internet
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