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Summary
The invasion of land by vertebrates initiated an explosion of new kinds of organisms—amphibians—
whose diversity ballooned until the extinction event that ended the Paleozoic Era 252 million years
ago (Ma) nearly wiped them out. Several early amphibians became specialized in morphology and
life history, even including forms that lost limbs. Many had bizarre shapes, and they also varied
greatly in size. Among them were the ancestors of the still-living salamanders, frogs, and caecilians,
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collectively known as lissamphibians. By the dawn of the Mesozoic Era, which followed the
Paleozoic, only lissamphibians and one other group (trematosaurs) survived. The last trematosaurs
disappeared in the late Mesozoic, 120 Ma. But paleontologists had overlooked one clade. On page
687 of this issue, Daza et al. (1) introduce an unusual fossil of the obscure and apparently extinct
albanerpetontids.
http://www.sciencemag.org/about/science-licenses-journal-article-reuse
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